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against  Maunoury  could  be   reaped  with  certainty
within the next few days; but the breaking away from
the  enemy   and  the  reorganization   of units  which
would then be necessary, as well as the bringing up of
fresh supplies of ammunition and food, moving forward
the trains and making the communications secure—all
being measures requiring time to carry out—would
enable the British force only temporarily held up at
Montbertoin and other British columns immediately
east of it, as well as the left wing of the more mobile
Army of General d'Esperey, to come up on the flank
and in rear of the First Army, which had already reached
the limits of its powers of endurance.   Unless it is
assumed that the enemy would make extraordinary
mistakes, the First Army would then have to isolate
itself from the other Armies by a withdrawal in a north-
westerly direction towards Dieppe, or in more favour-
able circumstances towards Amiens—in any case, a long
march, with a corresponding wastage of man-power.
It would have been a very different matter had the
group of two or three corps from Lorraine or Alsace,
so long desired, been ready at hand to support the
offensive of the western wing Armies, or fill up the gaps.
After following up to a certain extent its victory against
Maunoury, the First Army might then have withdrawn
through Clermont and Compi^gne by short and com-
fortable marches, protected by strong rearguards with
heavy artillery, and have reorganized in a suitable
position on a new front, preparatory to starting another
offensive above or below Soissons in conjunction with
the newly assembled Army.
In view of the completely altered situation, the Army
Commander, fully conscious of the tremendous conse-
quences of his decision, decided to begin the withdrawal

